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Graduate Degree Exam Regulations for the TIGP Biodiversity Program,

Biodiversity Research Center, Academia Sinica and Tunghai University
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[For the Students Enrolled in and after 2021]
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Approved by the Program Academic Affairs and Curriculum Committee Meeting on August 12, 2020
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Approved by the Program Academic Affairs and Curriculum Committee Meeting on March 31, 2021
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The regulations herein have been established in accordance with the Tunghai University (THU)

Academic Regulations and THU Regulations Regarding Graduate Degree Examination.
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Thesis Advisor and Thesis Advisory Committee
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A student is required to identify a Thesis Advisor from within the Program faculty (professor, associate
professor, assistant professor, distinguished research fellow, research fellow, associate research fellow
and assistant research fellow); in the case of assistant research fellow or assistant professor, the
qualification of the identified advisor shall be reviewed by the Curriculum Committee one month before
the end of the first year (no later than June 30). Before a thesis advisor is identified, students will be
supervised by the Curriculum Committee.
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Within one month of identifying a Thesis Advisor (and no later than July 31), a student shall
propose, with the help of the Thesis Advisor, the composition of the Thesis Advisory
Committee, which shall then be submitted to the Curriculum Committee for further approval.
The Thesis Advisory Committee shall consist of at least five members (including the Thesis
Advisor and at least one committee member who is not affiliated with Academia Sinica or
THU). The qualification of an assistant research fellow or assistant professor serving on the Thesis
Advisory Committee shall be reviewed by the Curriculum Committee.
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The student, who has passed the Thesis Proposal Oral Defense, should call a progress report



meeting at least once before the end of each academic year (July 31) until the graduation; the
Thesis Advisory Committee shall evaluate the progress, and advise on current research
problems and the future direction of the student’s project.
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Course and Degree Requirements
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The period of study within the Program shall be no less than 2 and no more than 7 years. All
course lectures, qualifying examinations and theses are conducted in English.
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A student shall complete at least 18 credits during the period of study from the required and
elective courses offered by the Program as listed in the appendix.
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An appllcant with only a B.S. degree may be considered for direct admission to the PhD Program
(TIGP Biodiversity Program) according to the relevant regulations; students in this category shall
follow the Program’s rules to complete at least 18 credits during the period of study from the
required and elective courses offered by the Program as listed in the appendix, and will be
required a minimum of 18 credits for graduation as well as an applicant with M.S. degree.
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Qualifying Examination
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The Qualifying Examination consists of two stages, Preliminary Examination and Thesis
Proposal Oral Defense.
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The Qualifying Examination shall comply with the Guidelines for Qualifying Examinations in the
TIGP Biodiversity Program, Biodiversity Research Center, Academia Sinica and Tunghai
University.
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Degree Examination
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The Degree Examination shall comply with the THU Regulations Regarding Graduate Degree
Examination.
2.
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Graduate students must satisfy all the following requirements before applying to take the PhD
graduate degree examination:
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Students must have completed 3 semester's study in the Program after being accepted as PhD
students.
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Students must have completed all compulsory courses and obtained all credits required by the
Program.
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Students must have passed the Qualifying Examination and completed a preliminary draft of
thesis.
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Students must have had research result(s) published or manuscript(s) accepted by SCI
journal(s). The student must be the first author or the corresponding author of either (1) one
paper with an Impact Factor (IF) higher than 3.5, or (2) one paper in a journal ranked in the
top 15% in the field, or (3) more than one SCI paper. IF is the 5-year average IF for the journal.
Students need to provide the published paper(s) or the letter(s) of acceptance of the
paper(s). If there is any application that does not meet the above criteria, both the student
and the Thesis Advisor have to provide additional statements to the Curriculum Committee
for discussion and, if needed, external review. The reviewers shall be recommended by the
Curriculum Committee. The Curriculum Committee shall make the final decision after
receiving the review.
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When publishing the results of research that has been conducted during study in the Program,
a student must acknowledge the support of TIGP and the affiliated institution(s) by denoting
the authorship as follows: (1) International Graduate Degree Program for Biodiversity,
Tunghai University, Taichung City, Taiwan, 40704; (2) Biodiversity Program, Taiwan
International Graduate Program, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan 11529; and (3) the primary
affiliation of the Thesis Advisor.
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Any matters that are not addressed in these guidelines shall be reviewed and implemented
after approval by the Academic Affairs Committee of the Program.
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Any matters that are not addressed in these guidelines shall be governed by the relevant laws of
Ministry of Education and the Tunghai University Degree Conferral and Graduate Degree Exam
Regulations.
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These guidelines have been approved and implemented by an Academic Affairs Meeting of the TIGP
Biodiversity Program and a Meeting of College of Life Science, THU. A copy of these guidelines shall
be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs, THU for further reference. The same applies to all



subsequent amendments.
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TIGP-BIODIV Program Course
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. 12 6 18
Students with M.S. degree
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Students with B.S. degree
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Population Genetics and Evolution (A)
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Students with M.S. / B.S. degree Ecology and Conservation
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Students with M.S. / B.S. degree
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of elected credits
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Evolution and Genetic Diversity
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Species Diversity
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Ecosystem Biodiversity and Environmental
Changes
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General Interest




